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« EURO 6 » Vehicles in ATEX Zones
Background
Since 2015, manufacturers of heavy goods vehicles must apply the "EURO 6" standard. The equipment set up to
meet the standard, has systems for regenerating the particulate filter on the exhausts. Those systems operate
automatically or in forced mode.
They can generate high temperatures (of the order of 500°C in the active regeneration phase at the post
combustion line).
In general, vehicles built around 2016 or earlier, are equipped with a regeneration switch. With the latter, a driver
can start the process (once indicated by the vehicle electronic system) or stop an active regeneration if the vehicle
is to enter an area where the regeneration is not allowed or undesirable.
Vehicles built around 2017 and later, are normally no longer equipped with such switches. The regeneration is
only possible while driving above a certain speed. This speed can be specific to the truck manufacturer. A forced
regeneration at standstill can only be initiated at a truck manufacturer’s workshop.

Field of Application
This technical Bulletin is addressed to “EURO 6” vehicles, operated by gas companies and/or their contractors,
which enter ATEX zones.

Recommendations
Due to the high temperatures reached, regeneration of the diesel particulate filter is not authorized in any ATEX
zone which can be located in depots, filling sites or customers’ sites.
To fulfil this provision and in order to be accepted on those sites, all "EURO 6" vehicles must meet at least one of
the following three characteristics:
•

The vehicle is equipped with a switch in the cabin. One of its positions stops and prevents the engagement
of the particulate filter regeneration.

•

The regeneration cannot be automatically initiated below a speed of 30 km/h. In this case, a certificate
from the manufacturer on board the vehicle confirms this technical provision.

•

The vehicle is a EURO 6 type, without particulate filter regeneration or with a regeneration at low
temperature, certified by the manufacturer or carrier.
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In addition, drivers shall be trained in this regard and follow the manufacturers’ and gas companies’ instructions.
Moreover, before entering a site with an ATEX zone, drivers shall:
•

If their vehicle is equipped with the switch, flip it to the OFF position to stop and prevent any regeneration,

•

If not equipped with the switch, stop the engine (with the ignition off) in order to stop any regeneration in
progress, restart the engine and drive without exceeding 30 km/h while on site.

DISCLAIMER
All technical publications of EIGA or under EIGA’s name, including Codes of practice, Safety procedures and any other technical
information contained in such publications were obtained from sources believed to be reliable and are based on technical information
and experience currently available from members of EIGA and others at the date of their issuance.
While EIGA recommends reference to or use of its publications by its members, such reference to or use of EIGA’s publications by its
members or third parties are purely voluntary and not binding. Therefore, EIGA or its members make no guarantee of the results and
assume no liability or responsibility in connection with the reference to or use of information or suggestions contained in EIGA’s
publications.
EIGA has no control whatsoever as regards, performance or non performance, misinterpretation, proper or improper use of any
information or suggestions contained in EIGA’s publications by any person or entity (including EIGA members) and EIGA expressly
disclaims any liability in connection thereto.
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