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Recommendations for Pressure Safety Valve 
Installation on Transportable and Static Cryogenic 

Equipment 
 

Introduction 

Transportable and static cryogenic vessels are protected from over pressurisation by pressure safety valves, 
(PSV). EIGA members have been advised of a number of occurrences where the pressure safety valves have 
become affected due to corrosion by atmospheric contaminants leading to failure to operate at the design 
conditions. 

This Technical Bulletin is intended to provide guidance on the installation of pressure safety devices and on 
measures to protect the operating mechanism of the pressure safety valve from external contamination. 

Portable tanks (ISO Containers) 
 
Portable tanks, also referred to as cryogenic ISO containers are designed to transport liquefied gas typically by 
sea or rail. Such equipment is designed to offer sufficient holding time prior to releasing excess pressure through 
its pressure safety valves. In normal operation opening of pressure safety valves does not occur. Pressure safety 
valves which are used to protect cryogenic vessels against overpressure need to be protected on the outlet port 
side to prevent accumulation of moisture or contaminants that could affect the reliability of the pressure safety 
valve. 
 

 
 

Figure 1 Example of a relief valve 
 
Installation of the pressure safety valves without any piping or an elbow on outlet port will allow trapping of 
condensation or contaminants in the internal parts of the equipment which could affect reliability and operability 

Area where condensation or 
contaminants can accumulate 
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of the pressure safety valves. 
 
To prevent such accumulation, the outlet port of a pressure safety valve should be connected to a pipe with a 
minimum length of 10 centimetres. The pipe should be oriented to vent the excess pressure to a safe location and 
to ensure there is no risk of the accumulation of moisture or contaminants.  
 
Operating conditions and applicable regulations could influence the design of the outlet piping. Conditions such 
as a salty atmosphere, poor atmospheric conditions and road debris may require the extension of outlet piping to 
reduce the risk of contamination into the pressure safety valve. 

On ISO containers the outlets of pressure safety valves, vent valves and bursting discs should be connected to 
a vent stack which is oriented at the top of the container. 

 

Figure 2 Example of vent manifold on a portable tank 

Road tank vehicles 

For road tank vehicles, the pressure safety valves should be connected to vent outside of the cryogenic cabinet 
with piping oriented either to the ground or to a vent stack on top of cabinet. 

 
 

Figure 3 Example of a road tank vehicle relief valve assembly 
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Static storage tanks at customer sites 

The pressure safety valve on static storage tanks should be equipped with an elbow and short piping (minimum 
100mm) oriented towards the ground. For flammable gases, or in confined areas the vent piping will need to be 
directed to a safe location, typically to a high level.  

 

Figure 4 Example of pressure safety valves on a static storage tank 

General 
 
Piping to collect venting of pressure relief devices shall be sized to limit pressure drop below 10% or less according 
applicable standard. 
 
Using plastic caps to prevent moisture accumulation in the piping is not reliable as in case of venting of excess 
pressure the caps are ejected and no longer in place until the next filling inspection.  
Plastic caps are sensitive to ageing due to operating conditions such as cryogenic temperatures and 
environmental conditions. Plastic caps can lead to a micro atmosphere inside the outlet pipe volume, and then to 
corrosion of the internal parts of the relief valve. 
 
Where bursting discs are used they shall be selected to take into account the risk of premature failure due to 
corrosion and fatigue. Any opening during transport of a non reclosable pressure relief device will result in venting 
to the atmosphere of the product,  
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 

All technical publications of EIGA or under EIGA’s name, including Codes of practice, Safety procedures and any other technical 
information contained in such publications were obtained from sources believed to be reliable and are based on technical information and 
experience currently available from members of EIGA and others at the date of their issuance. 

While EIGA recommends reference to or use of its publications by its members, such reference to or use of EIGA’s publications by its 
members or third parties are purely voluntary and not binding.  Therefore, EIGA or its members make no guarantee of the results and 
assume no liability or responsibility in connection with the reference to or use of information or suggestions contained in EIGA’s 
publications. 

EIGA has no control whatsoever as regards, performance or non performance, misinterpretation, proper or improper use of any information 
or suggestions contained in EIGA’s publications by any person or entity (including EIGA members) and EIGA expressly disclaims any 
liability in connection thereto. 

EIGA’s publications are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. 
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