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Lime and the Definition of Waste 
 
 

EIGA has produced this Technical Bulletin to provide information to plant managers, directors, technical directors 
and environmental specialists in EIGA member companies on the applicability of the EU Commission’s by product 
guidance to lime. 

Background 
In 2005, as part of the implementation of the thematic strategy on the prevention and recycling of waste, the 
European Commission proposed revising the Waste Framework Directive. This revision aimed to update the 
waste legislation and policy to recent developments and new knowledge and conditions. The revised Waste 
Framework Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC on waste) was adopted by the Council on 20 December 2008, and 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 22 November 2008 [1]. It entered into force on  
12 December 2008. 
NOTE The directive amended by 2018/851/EU in May 2018, without affecting lime and the definition of waste. 

One of the main focuses of the review was by-products and the procedure used in order to assess the possibility 
for a waste to cease being a waste. In this case, the corresponding product should enter in the scope of REACH. 

Lime is a by-product of our acetylene production activity. EIGA Doc 143, Guide to Carbide Lime Applications 
demonstrates that the lime can be used directly without further processing, should not be considered a waste and 
contains examples of its uses [2]. 

Lime as a by-product 
Lime slurry is a suspension of calcium hydroxide in water produced when water is added to calcium carbide to 
make acetylene. The slurry is formed as a by-product of acetylene production and can be used directly in many 
applications, without the need for further reprocessing or purification of any sort. 

The Commission guidance on by-products (COM/2007/0059) provides a series of criteria to show if a by-product 
is a waste or a non-waste by-product [3]. 

By applying the tests from EU waste jurisprudence and the Commission guidance on by-products it is 
demonstrated that lime is typically classified as a by-product. In fact: 

• The intention is not to ‘discard’ the lime from the process but to market it; the lime is produced to a 
specification and has a safety data sheet according to product legislation and REACH registration. 

• Lime can be used directly without further processing, which should mean it is not classified as a waste if 
it has a certain beneficial application. (Case C- 416/02 and Case C - 121/03). 

The production process, physical characteristics and just some of potential beneficial applications of the lime are 
outlined in EIGA Doc 143 [2]. 

Lime as a waste 
Practical situations where the lime would not be classified as a product but as a waste are if: 

• lime produced as a by-product does not meet a defined specification (Case C- 416/02 and Case  
C - 121/03); 

• there are no technically or commercially viable options for it as a product from a specific site; 
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• there is no evidence of intent to market the lime, for example no REACH registration, specification and 
safety data sheet and active selling of the lime; or 

• lime is stored for excessive or extended period on site (Palin Granit Case C 09/00 2002). 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

All technical publications of EIGA or under EIGA’s name, including Codes of practice, Safety procedures and any other technical information 
contained in such publications were obtained from sources believed to be reliable and are based on technical information and experience 

currently available from members of EIGA and others at the date of their issuance. 
While EIGA recommends reference to or use of its publications by its members, such reference to or use of EIGA’s publications by its 
members or third parties are purely voluntary and not binding.  Therefore, EIGA or its members make no guarantee of the results and 

assume no liability or responsibility in connection with the reference to or use of information or suggestions contained in EIGA’s publications. 
EIGA has no control whatsoever as regards, performance or non performance, misinterpretation, proper or improper use of any information 

or suggestions contained in EIGA’s publications by any person or entity (including EIGA members) and EIGA expressly disclaims any 
liability in connection thereto.  EIGA’s publications are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. 
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